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Recruitment Updates

The Kananaskis Improvement District (KID) welcomes Mr. Shawn Polley as the
new Chief Administrative Officer effective June 14, 2011. Shawn began his
career here in 1991 and has been leading the Emergency Services program as the
Chief of Emergency Services since 2004. One of his goals for the upcoming year is
to continue to build community relationships and work with Council to deliver the
goals and objectives that have been identified in the Business and Strategic Plan.
Shawn is excited to be embarking on this new opportunity and direction. He can be
contacted through the Kananaskis Emergency Services Centre at (403) 591-7755 or
through email at Shawn.Polley@gov.ab.ca.

The KID would also like to welcome Mr. Dave Levisky as a Captain with
Kananaskis Emergency Services, currently assigned the task of Training

Officer. Dave has been in emergency services for the last 8 years and has worked
extensively throughout the Foothills area. He has specialized in rescue and has
been assigned to Canada Task Force 2 - Canada's first response team for major
disasters. Dave also has a Business Degree in Economics & Business
Administration from St. Francis Xavier University.

Dave is a proud husband and father of 2 children and loves going home to his
family. Dave's mission is to share the knowledge that was passed on to him in
hopes that he, and his colleagues in the fire service, serve the community, train to
the highest level possible, and do it in a safe manner. He can be contacted at the
Emergency Services Centre on (403) 591-7755.

Kananaskis Lakes Cabhin Association News

The Kananaskis Lakes Association (KLA) held their Annual General Meeting on
Saturday August 27, 2011 at the William Watson Lodge. The Executive announced
a website is being created for KLA members. Information on how to sign in will be
sent out by Georgina Brown once the site is ready. Trans-Alta representative Roger
Drury was on hand to update the community on the Pocaterra Penstock Project
construction schedule. Arn Hoffman our representative to KID presented highlights
from the year. Linda Hoffman was elected as Vice President.

Special Interest Table Sessions were conducted by members from EMS, RCMP,
KID SRD, and Firesmart, following the business meeting.

Winners of the Annual Fishing Derby were:
wGirl's/Ladies- Renee Leitch
wBoy’s/Men’s Austin Leitch
Thanks to John Hnatiuk for coordinating the fishing derby!

Do you occupy atrailer in the Mt Kidd Loop?

With the cold weather sneaking up fast, don’t forget to plug in your heat tapes/trace
to ensure your water lines and meters don't freeze!

STATISTICS

August 2011

Parks/Dispatch Calls 810
EMS Transport Calls 8
EMS Non-Transport 27
Fire Response Calls 38
July 2011

Parks/Dispatch Calls 870
EMS Transport Calls 5
EMS Non-Transport 12
Fire Response Calls 36
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Be Bear Aware!

As summer moves over to make way for fall bears get
an incredible urge to fill up with all the yummy food
they can get their paws on. Bears are ruled by their
need to eat. In the fall they need about 20,000 calories
every day to prepare for hibernation. That is the
equivalent of about 300 apples, or 60 hamburgers,
every day! A bear's natural foods include vegetation
(greens, roots and berries), insects, carrion, and fish. If
natural food sources fail, bears are more likely to try
foraging in areas inhabited by people.

Some people feel sorry for the bears, but letting a bear
eat your plums, or a bit of dog food is not the way to
help them through the winter. Bears often seem
harmless at first. They keep their distance and are
wary of people, but this apparent respect can
disappear quickly. Bears that learn to forage in
populated areas soon lose their fear of people, and
may cause property damage or even injure someone.
If we want to help bears, we have to make a few
changes in our own behaviours and in our
communities to make the habitat we live in less
appealing to bears.

Garbage should be stored indoors, in a garage or
basement. Conditioned bears will damage weaker
structures to get garbage. Take garbage to the dump
regularly. If you have collection service, set the
garbage out on the day of collection. Try freezing
pungent wastes until garbage day to combat odours.
Gardens should be kept neat. Ensure that all windfall
fruit is cleaned up daily. Harvest fruit as early as
possible. If you don't plan to use the fruit pick the
blossoms. Remove unused fruit trees and replace
them with attractive, non-bearing, native trees.
Compost is a great way to keep solid waste and soll
nutrients out of our landfills, but it can attract bears.

Compost should not smell; if it does then something is
wrong. If your compost has attracted bears in the past,
it likely will again in the future. Try composting kitchen
waste indoors using worms. If you have a garden
enclosure put your compost inside the fence. Generally
prune low brush and tall grass around your yard to
eliminate cover. Bears are initially less comfortable
crossing open exposed areas. Brushing also increases
the distance that you will be able to see, so that you
are less likely to surprise (or be surprised by) a bear.
Bird Feeders also attract bears, especially in the
spring. Seeds are high in calories and a very good
source of energy. While feeding birds can help them
survive through the winter and off-sets habitat loss, we
have to balance the good we do one species with the
harm we cause to another. Bears can climb to reach
nearly any feeder. If yours is suspended by a metal
pole, bears have been known to simply push the pole
over. A feeder high up on the side of the house is likely
safe from bears. Don't let seeds accumulate under
your feeder or you will make the neighbourhood cats
very happy. Put out your feeders after the first
snowfall, once the bears are safely in their winter dens,
and take them down when spring arrives.

Barbecues attract bears too, but this is easily
remedied by burning off all excess residue after
cooking and keeping the grill clean. Leave the
barbecue on high with the lid closed while you eat your
supper. Cover it with a tarp or a cover once it has
cooled to prevent the food odours from being carried
by the wind.

Other common attractants include pet and livestock
feed. Here the only solution is to keep these items
securely indoors. Beehives are very attractive as well.
Though hives are often kept farther from our homes,
bears can cause a lot of expensive damage.

Household Hazardous Waste Roundup

The Kananaskis Improvement District continues to offer to residents and ratepayers the opportunity to dispose,
free of charge, your household hazardous wastes. These wastes may harm humans or the environment unless
given the special handling and treatment in the way they are discarded. They may be flammable, corrosive,
explosive or toxic, because of these dangerous characteristics they should not be disposed of in landfills or

sewage systems.

Between the hours of 9am and 4pm bring your household hazardous wastes to the Kananaskis Emergency
Services Centre for free disposal. Materials that are commonly brought include abrasive cleaners, paint,
batteries, old fuel, kerosene, medications, solvents and weed killers. A complete list is available at the
Kananaskis Emergency Services Centre or at the following website: www.kananaskisid.ca Please check your
home for potentially hazardous products you no longer need.
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