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The goal of the Kananaskis Improvement District (KID) Wildland/Urban Interface Plan is 
to develop and implement a comprehensive FireSmart plan to reduce the threat of 
wildfire to development, and the threat of structure fire to the wildlands, within the 
project area.  The plan was developed under the guidance of the KID FireSmart 
Committee consisting of representatives from: 

• KID Council and Administration. 
• Kananaskis Emergency Services (KES). 
• KID Business and Residents. 
• Alberta Tourism, Parks and Recreation (TPR). 
• Alberta Sustainable Resource Development (SRD) � Fo restry and Fish & Wildlife 

Divisions. 
 
The intent of this plan is to provide a working document that land and fire managers, 
municipal administration and elected officials, and local residents and businesses can use 
to guide FireSmart development practices in KID. 
 
The plan development process included assessing present wildland/urban interface site 
hazards, reviewing current and historic wildfire history in the area, studying existing 
municipal documents and guidelines directing development, and reviewing present 
emergency fire response plans, interagency cooperation, and cross-training.  Based on the 
findings, recommendations and an implementation strategy were developed using the 
seven disciplines of wildland/urban interface approach. 
 

1. Vegetation management 
2. Development 
3. Public education 
4. Legislation 
5. Interagency cooperation 
6. Cross-training 
7. Emergency planning 

 
The KID Wildland/Urban Interface Plan recommendations will focus on the developed 
nodes and the immediate surrounding areas to a maximum of 200 metres from the 
developed node or structures.  This plan is intended to supplement the Kananaskis 
Country Vegetation Management Strategy (Walkinshaw, 2008) which sets conceptual 
strategies to manage vegetation on the landscape to meet multiple objectives including 
community protection and landscape-level wildfire and the Bragg Creek Community 
Zone plan which is presently under development to provide landscape-level community 
protection recommendations for development in the Bragg Creek area. 
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The project area includes all lands within Kananaskis Improvement District (KID) 
including crown Parks and Protected Areas and Rocky Mountain Forest Reserve lands 
and any deeded lands (Map 1).  KID is bordered on the north by the Town of Canmore 
and MD of Bighorn, on the east by the MD�s of Rockyview and Foothills, on the south by 
MD of Ranchlands, and on the west by Banff National Park and British Columbia. 
 
The majority of KID is provincial crown lands with Alberta Tourism, Parks and 
Recreation as the land manager for all parks and protected area lands and Alberta 
Sustainable Resource Development as the land manager for all lands outside of parks and 
protected areas and the fire manager for all lands within KID.  There are two parcels of 
deeded land within KID, one on the north boundary near Chiver Lake and the other on 
the Sheep River. 
 
There are numerous stakeholders on the land base associated with various residential, 
recreational/tourism, forest management, oil and gas, power generation and transmission, 
and land management objectives land uses.  Spray Lake Sawmills (1980) Ltd. holds the 
Forest Management Agreement on the east-half of KID. 
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